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A COMMON MERIDIAN.

The MFual grumble. The present
government can do nothing right re-
cording to the opinion of a certain
clique. A large clique, im, weaie
ready In admit, and one that include
a n:imber of men whose personal ed-

ucation and culture would make
them despise the Kentime..t" that are
uttered in their name by the hire-
ling of the Opposition press if they
"Were not blinded by oliticI passion.
Duting tiie past session almost every-
thing that a man of culture would
have HjKntatieuly supported has
been scouted by these leaders of tne
Opposition, who arrogate to them-
selves the title of representatives of
the intelligence and wealth of the
country. And now when it becomes
known that this country has ac-

cepted the invitation extended to it
by the President of the United States
to take part in the Congress, which
is to be held at Washington next
mouth, to settle (if possible) the
ques ion of a common meridian of
longitude for all seafaring na ions,
the hue and cry is ra sed that this is a
pretentious piece of business, the co.--t

of which had better have bt en .saved.
"We lake leave to difler from these
captious critics. It was a compliment
to Hawaii to be invited to take part
in Mich a matter, and a few hundred
dollar.- - spent in acknowledging Mich
n complimt n: are not thrown away.
This return is due from us to our great
in ighltor, which has recognized the
fact that Hawaii has a mercan-
tile marine of her own, large
in comparS'n to the numbers
of her t nulatioii, and th it in all
their llawaiiaus must j river, upwards of

from arsenal havemore anil more a to
nation. Are Hawaiian ship-owne- rs

and shipmasteis without interest in
the question i li.it is to be settled at
"Washington? Is it. of no importance
to them to conserve the time-honor- ed

reckoning of longitude which they
and i heir fathers before them have
used? Certainly it i- -, and if the
Votes of - II twaiian representatives
can be'p to do this the cost of their
passages to and from Washington
Will have been well spent.

Then, as to the men. It is most
ungracious that one word of dispar-
agement should he said against the
dispatc't of the Siirveyor (jener il on
such a mission. Jf anyone in his
heart believes that the cost of the
mission is a useless expenditure (that
any man of education can so believe,
we very much doubt) he might at
least refrain from grudging one of
our very-worthies-

t public servants a
well-earn- ed holiday, and hold his
tongue as to his parsimonious and un-

cultured belief. As to the Hon. Ij.
Aholo, instead of beiiig proud of the
fact that a former pupil of Jahaina-lun- a

is competent to take an intelli-
gent interest in a scientific question
of so much importance, nothing is
remembered by these malignants ex-

cept the fact that Aholo 'is atid has
been a supporter of the Government.
That is in their eyesenough to damp
any man; 'be he the finest gentle-
man in the world, in their
eyes no is nut a vulgarian,
to be ostracised from "society;"
should he po-se- ss the highest Intel-
lectual capacity, he is to them but a
dunce am! a knave. 'Hie virulence
with which such men are followed by
a ctitain set here is in exact propor-
tion to their ability and their culture.
The more there is about them worth
respecting, the more dangerous they
are est cc ed. and the more they are
hated, abused, and slandered, .som-
etimes to tin ir faces, more frequently
behind their backs. S it is with
Aholo. A recognized power in the
Assembly, a man of pa it- -, who speaks
Well and feasibly when lie uses to his
ft et, nothing is so exasperating to the
Onnosition as to find such a man
ftaunchly, generously, and from con-

viction, supporting the King and his
Jdinisher.s against them. So when he
is very properly and naturally selected
as a representative Hawaiian to take
part in the Washington Congress,
there is a howl at once. If Nawahi
orPilipo had been the most fit for the
task, and so been selected, we
should have heard neither sneers at
the choice, nor parsimonious grum-
bling at the expense.

TELEGRAMS.

Telegrams are not always reliable.
Mistakes very often happen in pro-

per names more especially when the
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distance to be traversed in from 13,000
to 18,000 miles. Again, telegrams are
liable t be mutilated at the very last
moment after having flashed safely
through the laud and sea cables.
The lattir occur in the print-
ing otlice, where the compositor,
being a little contused about names,
transposes r misplaces them. Such
errois ecape the notice of the most
scruti nous proof reader, and the public
are presented with an inadvertent
mistake, which gives rise to the
wil .est speculation upon an event
which has really never taken place.
Of such a nature is a telegram in the
Sacramento Weekly Union of August
30th. It read thus:

.London, August 28. A dispatch which
left Shanghai at 5 p.m. to-da- y says : Ad-

miral Cuurbet began the bombardment of
Shanghai yesterday. A heavy cannonade
still continues.

Immediately below this is the fol-

lowing of the same date: -

Pakis, Angust 23th Admiral Courbet's
c facial report up to this evening is as fol-

lows:

Mix Eiveb (5:33 p.m.) August 28th The
principal batteries of tlio Kinpai channel
have been destroyed, and we Lope to de-

stroy all the other forts this evening. A
line of torpedoes barring the entrance to
the bulbar are being tisln d up and the ex-

plosives secured. The gunboats are able . to
leave the river by another channel. The
Opie hais been dispatched to guard the tele-
graph cable.

The error to which we particularly
allude occurs in the 4th line of the
l?rt telegram, where the word
"Shanghai" is evidently a mistake.
Shanghai is situated on the Wang-po- o,

a branch of the great Yangls.e
future progress and is 530 miles dis-beco-

maritime taut the reported

had

been defrayed on thctZSth ultimo by
Admiral Courbet.

The arsenal is situated on the river
Mill, and it is evidc.t that that is the
locality referred to in the List tele
gram. Furthermore, to destroy the
arsenal on the river Min, and to bom-
bard Shanghai, mean two very dill'er
cut things. The former could I e ac-

complished without in any way inter-
fering with foreign property, as there
is none adjacent to it, at least not
within one mile. But the bombard-
ment of Shanghai would have to be
preceded by the French lle t p.sing
within forty or fifty yards tf the
new lorts .r batteries at Wonsung at
the entrance of the river Wangpoo.
These f rts are f recent construction,
and are manned by foreign drilled
troops, who are well trained in the
art of handling Krupp and Armstrong
guns, of which they have a consider-
able number at their disposal. The
batteries or forts on the river Min
are of the old-fashion- ed Chinese type,
and ar; only such in name. Allowing
that the French fleet passed the forts
whilst en route to Shanghai without
firing a shot, Shanghai could not
possibly be bombarded without the
destruction of foreign property or sac-- i
Hieing the lives of foreigners. Such

a step would be a tantamount to a
declaration of war by France against
the United Slates, Great Britain,
Germany, Rtisiia and other Euro-
pean nation". For such a contin-
gency, we opine that France is scarce-
ly prepared, lienee it is natural to in-

fer that telegram number one is er-

roneous.

DEPRESSION IN TRADE.

The Hawaiian informs its readers
that it is not the low price of sugar,
but the hw opinion eii'ei tained of the
King's Ministry that makes trade
dull in Honolulu, and on this text in-

dulges in another fling at His Majesty
the King. The pany here who hate
the King because of Ins patriotism

.mav be strong in social position and
in wealth, or the appearance of
wealth, but they are not such fools as to
Injure their own businesses by acting
upon the belief they profess to hold
that things are going to the bad be-

cause Kalakaua is King, and men
whom they hate occupy Ministerial
positions. If they tried to create a
depression of trade as a political ex-

pedient, they would not succeed, be-

cause, however strong in this respect,
they are weak numerically; with all
their wealth and position they are too
few in number to spoil the general
trade of the town if they tried to do
so. Such a course, however, of "cut-
ting ofF their noses to spite their
faces'' would never enter into the pro-
gramme of these people, who have

each and all a eye for num-
ber o.ie.

The causes for depression f trade
are not far to seek. The great and
almost sudden fall in price of our
great static is quite enough by ltef
to account for it. The wonder ought
rattier to be how well the trailing
community and the planters have
ke t up under it. Things must be pret-
ty sound amongst us or such a change
in the value ot our exports would
have brought about a large number
of failures by this time. We have
rather reason to be proud of ihe sta-
bility ofour business community than
to croak about the condition of af-

fairs.
Add to the fall in the value of our

products' the fact that all have tr re
or less been extravagant in their
ways for yeats past and all find it
now necessary to pull tip and spend
less, either because of reduced incomes
or because of the uucheering lookout
for the future, and we have cause
enough for the dulness of retail trade,
and the consequent reaction on the
business of the importer. Those who
have had experience of the tips and
downs of new couutrhsdo not need
to look beyond these two causes to
explain a business depression at the
present lime; and those who have
had such experience will neither be
ready t seek out political causes for
the condition of affairs, nor believe in
political remedies for them. Even
it the King were d throned, and Mist,
W. O. Smith, Adams, Caiter, Cart-wrigh- t,

and I. C. Joie--- , Jr., were
made dictators of the country, the
busines depression woald go on
only' a good deal aggravated by the
revolution.

CIVIS SANITAS.

'We may or we may not got cholera
hetv. The chances are against .its
coming so far in the A.-iat- ic form:
but it might, :itid if it did it would
decimate us. Wo have no eweis,
and our city is rotten with filled cess-
pools. In good 1 1 tit 1 1 we do not need
to have cholera brought here. The
ingrediet ts for the disease are n w
on the Choked cesspools
and no sewers! What more do we
want to bring the foul fiend of cholera
into o.r midt? We aie not sure
that it is not now her-- . We 'tele-
phoned yesterday to Dr. Trousseau,
but he was not at home. The cbem-is- t

in his dispensary assured us that
there weie no symptoms of cholera,
and very little sickness generally on
this i land. Of course he ought to
know, but we think he is mistaken,
Another physician assured us that
bad as was the sanitary condition of
the city, it was no worse than at the

'same time last year. Still another
physician states tnat Honolulu can-
not be sewered desirably for any sum
that the present Government can
a fiord. That seweis to be efficient
must be flushed. There is no fresh
water, therefore salt water must be
pumped into them. These sewers
tnutt be can U d outside the reef,
as the sewage must not be
discharged ins do the harbor.
This would requite two pumping es-

tablishments at least and would be
very expensive. One would luuc to
be near KiiU 'iiu street and the other
on the plains. The only feasible
plan which can be executed at a

moderate expense woul I be to open
streets which are not wide enough
tor a cart to enter; to t b iterate the
lane, and make our wretched,
crooked, impassable passages straight,
and accessible to any reasonable
means of removing night soil and
other filth. Like Buetio Ay res, tlrs
dry earth will Income saturated with
germs of zymotic diseases, and when
an epidemic is it. traduced it will kill
us off like rotten sheep. Milit not
the Board of Health, under the Presi-
dency of Mr. Gibson, with its present
means', be able to do something to
better the sanitary condition of the
city. Dis dat qui cito dat. If it is
done at all, let it be done at once. It
remains for the Board of Health to
act. The Advertiser can only sug-
gest.

ADVICE TO SEAFARERS.

On sailing day, after the last bell
has rung and you have bade adieu to
weeping friends, descend hastily to
your state-room- , unpack combs,
brushes, etc., and arrange them in
the racks prepared for them. Take
ofFyour travelling suit, and hang it j

up. Then doit the forlorn st role in
your )M8M'&s:nn; ou have brought it
with you for ti e purpose, only let it

j be thick and dark; you can pitch it
! into the sa or give it to Ihe steward- -

ess after the voyage is over. After
this put on wraps and capucine and
go on deck to watch the vessels come
down and out of the haibor.

Kat whatever you like, and when-
ever you feel like it. If you are
thirsty, eschew lemonade as you
would tartar emetic, and drink seltzer
water; iced claret and water is very
nice and wholesome with dinner.

If possible, go on deck before break-
fast go on deck if it takes you two
hours to dress, and you wish you were
dead a hundred times during the
operation. Seasickness is its own
cure, but after a day or two, when
only nausea remain, fresh air is an
unfailing panacea; therefore, take as
much of it as the weather will per-
mit.

Don't be frightened at any unusual
noise you may hear: for the first day
or two all noises will be unusual, and
for the first night or two imagination
wih fill you with horrors. After a
time you will begin to realize that
those horrible shrieks you hear are
only the sailors sinking-moanin- g, I
should rather say at their work, and
that Ihe awful scraping, which
sounds as though ten iceberg- - were
menacing the vessel, and which, in
fac', you are quite sure are icebergs,
is only caustd by the innocently
noisy operation of holy stoning toe
deck.

HIS IDEA OP STATESMANSHIP.

A careful reading of Cleveland's
letter of acceptance fills to reveal amy
alius in to the tarifl qUeS' inn. It is
ti ue that he indoises the Democratic
plat foi m. which is veiy kind and
considerate, considering that he is
that party's candidate for President,
bt.t the man who can make he d or
tail of the tar 11 p'ank in the Demo-
cratic pla'iorm'isyet to be Ij ru. All
partsauship aside, an i lo iking at
Cleveland's letter calmly and, dis-

passionately, one can but say that it
is a wishy-wash- y all'air. It a no re
mass of verbiage, meaning nothing
and touching no public questions. A
tacit for the failure to discuss
public questions is attempted by the
hii t that the writer of the letter is
not a statesman, and which also cm-tain- s

the inuen lo that Mr. Blaine is
a statesman. This is very reprehen-
sible in Mr. Blaine and very com-
mendable in Mr. Cleveland. The
Democratic candidate says that the
statesmanship required by the people
is honesty and frugality. Honesty
and frugality are desi table factors in
government, but would cut a very
small figure in a diplomatic contro-
versy or an international discussion
of the Monroe doctrine. If these are
the only qualities of statesmanship,
as Cleveland calls it, that are re-

quired, it is not at all neces-ai- y that
our Administrations hall be in the
hands of men versed in the science
of government Any honest, trtigal,
but ignorant, farmer would answer
for President; clodhoppers would
make good Congressmen, and that
honest and fiugalmau, Jwrnes Pite--

lan, would make as efficient a Secre-
tary of State as was Wih. am II. Sew-

ard.

CRBITAL MOTION.

Scarcely twenty-liv- e years ago the
most powerful piece of artillery was
a r, throwing its projectile
wi ha velociy if 1000 feet p r sec-
ond. Now the Weights of gm- - have
been increased from five tons to 100

tons, the' velocities irom 10 0 fe t to
"0,000 feet per secmd, Ihe enetgics
fiotn K03 fo M-l- ons to over 52,010, and
the projectiles from OS pounds to 2000
pounds. But enormous as these at-

tainments are expressed in figures,
the highest or greatest are as nothing
when compared, as some one has re-

marked, with those of the projectiles,
velocities and energies existing -- in
nature. Basing the estimate on the
principles laid down by Helmholtz,
if the earth, for example, be con-

sidered as a huge projectile, and if it
could be possible to utilize the whole
of the energy stored up in gunpowder
there would be required a charge 150

times greater than its own weight
and 9C0 times greater than its volume
to impart her orbital motion to the
earth.

THE FIRE ALARM.

We did i't tke the exact flmo
which elapsed Thursday between the
first fire a la rm ml the "placement of
the fire by the tinging of the Ward
number locating the fire, but we are
informed on go d authority that it
was eight minutes. This Is all wrong.
The wan! alarm, the large bell at the
Tower, should give the locality at
once. Fiies are, luckily, not frequent
in Honolulu, although we have had
three in the last two weeks. It is no
ioke for men to drag an engine to tho
headquarters of the Fire Marshal on
Union street to find out where a 11 ro
is. Neither is it a joke to drag the
engine a 'mile ami find no Water.
The firemen are willing enough to do
their work, even if it costs them their
lives, but they feel naturally disgust-
ed when they stand powirles to
throw a stream of water on a blazing
building.

The Advmitisku has been wisely
silent regarding the misadventure to
the El Dorado which ran on the ret f.
With it instinct of chatity, a rare
virtue in Hawaiian journaPsai, It did
not at ack Pilot Mclnryre, and tho
result is that Dr. Trousseau settles tho
matter by statimr in simple words tho
nature of the pilot's sickness, and
showing that he could not attend to
duty." We h'aoie the pilot, however,
for not communicating with the Iwo
other pilots. If he had been at the
point of death even, he should have
seen to it that one of his two confieres
b arded the El Jorttdo, which was
signalled at 3:15 'p.m. if a man it so
sick that he has to give up business
and go lo bed, he should first provi Jo
a sut-- s itute to take bis place. This
is all we have ngiinst Pilot Mclntyre.
The ship is sate, and, as we under-
stand, iine the woic for her expe-
rience on a coral reef; hut there is a
big lesson sticking out of this acci-
dent, if the Writers on the Alvi-:i- t

TJSi:n were all to absent themselves
fr twelve hours it would throw a
number of men out of employment,
and ruin the paper. S it is with the
pilots. We have three here who ga'n
h ind-om- e incomes. We ar informed
that they m ike about $C0.')f) per an-
num. Their vigilance should be un-
ceasing. They have nothing else lo
do except to attend to incoming and
outgoing ships, and, apparently, they
have become negligent of late ; and
all that ihe community asks of them
is in biace up ami attend to duly. All
of us want a little hint of this nature
at lime, and what we ay to-da- y is
wriilen without the first unkindly
feeling against the Honolulu pilots.

In view of the discovery of conclu-
sive evidence that cannibalism was
resorted to by the Greely survivors,
despite the emphatic denials of tho
Lieutenan', the shooting of private
Henry appears lo us in a very dif-
ferent light. Greely claims that
Henry was killed because of his per-
sistent thievery, but if Greely would
lie in one instance, as be iimbubtedly
did in saying that cannibalism had
not been resorted. to then he would lie
in the cise of the Henry murder.
Henry accompanied the expedition
as a correspondent f r seveial East-
ern pan rs, an I therefore what is
more reasonable than th.t Greely, in
the hope of s ipprsdng the story of
c lUt.ibalisni, should order the killing
fthe man whose mission it would

he to publish the facts to thewoibi?
This view of theca-- e isthe. tilv natu-
ral one, and although the Eistern
people have not yet caught on In the
idea, it will strike them .'orciMy
enough when the whole fads aro
brought out.

The statement in Wednesday's Ga-
zette to the efil-c-t that Mr. Irwin ren-
dered neither advice tmr asistauct to
the El Dorado, after being notified
that she was stranded, is entirely
false. The facts are - briefiy these:
The first iutiuiution which Mr. Irwin
had of the disaster was after mid-
night at his residence in Honolulu.
He at once sent a note ofT to the cap-
tain to the effect that he would send
either a steamer or men if the captain
so desired. The Myrtle Club boys,
with their usual energy, carried the
letter. Mr. Irwin then went to the
Esplanade, and, finding that the
Lehua had just arrived from Hawaii,
went on board and requested that the
fires be kept alive and that the en-
gineers be retained on board, in case
she could be of any assistance. Mr.
Irwin then telephoned to Mr. S. G.


